From “The Crowning of Arthur”

Directions:  Read the following passage carefully and answer the question that follows.  Write your answer in complete sentences referring to specific details in this excerpt.

“…Sir Kay found to his annoyance that his sword was missing from its sheath, so he begged Arthur to ride back and fetch it from their lodging. 


Arthur found the door of the lodging locked and bolted, the landlord and his wfie having left for the tournament.  In order not to disappoint his brother, he rode on to St. Paul’s, determined to get for him the sword which was lodged in the stone.  The yard was empty, the guard also having slipped off to see the tournament, so Arthur strode up to the sword, and, without troubling to read the inscription, tugged it free.  He then rode straight back to Sir Kay and presented him with it. 


Sir Kay recognized the sward and, taking it to Sir Ector, said, “Father, the succession falls to me, for I have here the sword that was lodged in the stone.”  But Sir Ector insisted that they should all ride to the churchyard, and once there bound Sir Kay by oath to tell how he had come by the sword.  Sir Kay then admitted that Arthur had given it to him.  Sir Ector turned to Arthur and said, ‘Was the sword not guarded?’


‘It was not,’ Arthur replied.


‘Would you please thrust it into the stone again?’ said Sir Ector.  Arthur did so, and first Sir Ector and then Sir Kay tried to remove it, but both were unable to.  Then Arthur, for the second time, pulled it out.  Sir Ector and Sir Kay both knelt before him. 


‘Why,’ said Arthur, ‘do you both kneel before me?’


‘My lord, ‘ Sir Ector replied, ‘there is only one man living who can draw the sword from the stone, and he is the true-born King of Britain.’  Sir Ector then told Arthur the story of his birth and upbringing.


‘My dear father,’ said Arthur, ‘for so I shall always think of you—if, as you say, I am to be king, please know that any request you have to make is already granted.’


Sir Ector asked that Sir Kay should be made Royal Seneschal, and Arthur declared that while they both lived it should be so.  Then the three of them visited the archbishop and told him what had taken place.

Answer the following question based on the excerpt above:  Identify at least two behaviors/words of Arthur that suggest he will be a good king for Britain.  Remember to answer in complete sentences.

