INTRO USING ANECDOTE (anecdote is bolded,  a transition sentence is underlined, and the thesis is last)

Hollywood loves the idea.  Several years ago Jamie Lee Curtis and Lyndsay Lohan starred in a box-office smash called Freaky Friday.  The mother and daughter do not see eye-to-eye, but are forced, by some magical occurrence, to switch places.  The daughter lives a day as the mother and the mother suffers through a day as the daughter.  Somehow, after living a day in the other’s skin, the two are able to reconcile their differences.  It was the process of walking around in someone else’s shoes and seeing what she sees that drove this change.  Atticus, the father in Harper Lee’s classic novel To Kill a Mockingbird, teaches this idea to his children from beginning to end.  Scout and Jem begin as immature little rugrats, and as the story progresses, they understand that life is complex, and that if one is to understand another’s point-of-view, one must walk a mile in his shoes.

INTRO USING DIALOGUE (Dialogue is bolded, transition sentences are underlined, and a thesis is last)

“And what are you doing with these french fries?”


“I’m eating.”


“You can’t eat fast food!”


“Why not?”


“Because it will go down your throat and instantly to my thighs!”

This exchange between a mother and daughter is not a typical conversation.  It takes place after this mother and daughter switch bodies in the movie Freaky Friday. It was the process of walking around in someone else’s shoes and seeing what she sees that drove these fictional characters to reconciliation.  Two other fictional characters, Scout and Jem Finch go through a similar change—without switching bodies.  Atticus, the father in Harper Lee’s classic novel To Kill a Mockingbird, teaches this idea to his children from the beginning of the novel to the end.  Scout and Jem begin as immature little rugrats, and as the story progresses, they understand that life is complex, and that if one is to understand another’s point-of-view, one must walk a mile in his shoes.

INTRO USING QUOTE (Quote is bolded, transition sentences are underlined, and a thesis is last)

The famous actress Meryl Streep once claimed that “the great gift of human beings is that we have the power of empathy.”  Simply put, humans are blessed with the ability to identify with someone by imagining that they were that person, feeling what he felt or seeing what he saw. Atticus, the father in Harper Lee’s classic novel To Kill a Mockingbird, teaches this idea to his children from the beginning of the novel to the end.  Scout and Jem begin as immature little rugrats, and as the story progresses, they understand that life is complex, and that if one is to understand another’s point-of-view, one must walk a mile in his shoes.

INTRO USING QUESTION(S)


What would it be like to be locked inside a house for 15 years, never feeling the soft grass or a cool spring breeze?  Could a “normal” person possibly empathize with a shut-in like this?  Atticus Finch, the father in Harper Lee’s classic novel To Kill a Mockingbird, teaches his kids, Jem and Scout, that it is extremely important to try it. Scout and Jem begin as immature little rugrats, and as the story progresses, they understand that life is complex, and that if one is to understand another’s point-of-view, one must walk a mile in his shoes.

INTRO USING AN UNUSUAL STATEMENT


A man stabs his own father in the leg; people in the community are probably going to start talking, assuming, judging.  A person like that is nuts and shouldn’t be out walking around with the rest of the “normal” people.  Welcome to the world of Boo Radley—psychotic shut-in who hasn’t walked outside in 15 years, to avoid those people who talk, assume, judge. Could a “normal” person possibly empathize with a shut-in like this?  Atticus Finch, the father in Harper Lee’s classic novel To Kill a Mockingbird, teaches his kids, Jem and Scout, that it is extremely important to try to. Scout and Jem begin as immature little rugrats, and as the story progresses, they understand that life is complex, and that if one is to understand another’s point-of-view, one must walk a mile in his shoes.

INTRO USING SOMETHING HUMOROUS


What’s a boy to do when his dad won’t let him change the television station so he can watch the new episode of Family Guy?  Stab Dad in the leg with a pair of scissors, of course!  So that’s probably not an accurate statement, but something similar happens in Harper Lee’s novel To Kill a Mockingbird.  Boo Radley lives in the confines of his home, never walking outside, for 15 years.  His motivation for stabbing his father is not completely explained, but the town of Maycomb has their ideas.  Atticus Finch, the father of the story’s narrator, challenges his kids to not just believe what everyone in town says, but rather to take the opportunity to put themselves into Boo Radley’s situation before they cast judgment.  Scout and Jem (the Finch children) begin as immature little rugrats, and as the story progresses, they understand that life is complex, and that if one is to understand another’s point-of-view, one must walk a mile in his shoes.

INTRO USING A SHOCKING STATISTIC


Approximately 40 million American adults ages 18 and older, or about 18.1 percent of people in this age group in a given year, have an anxiety disorder.  One of these disorders is agoraphobia, or the fear of public places.  Boo Radley, a shut-in in Harper Lee’s novel To Kill a Mockingbird, has not left the safety of his own home for 15 years.  During this time, he has certainly formed a fear of the outside world and its evils.  Atticus Finch, the father of the narrator and her brother, teaches his children the importance of understanding how a person like Boo Radley thinks by trying to see what he sees and by walking a mile in his shoes. 

